
L I T URG Y S C H E D UL E
Saturday — 4 pm, Sunday — 10 am

Tuesday-Friday — 9 am
Holy Days of Obligation — 9 am and 6:30 pm 

C L E RG Y
Father Boutros El Hachem: 315-732-6019

Deacon Paul A. Salamy: 315-723-0109
Deacon Peter M. Hobaica: 315-797-5464

PAR I SH H O USE OF F IC E H O UR S
Tuesday-Friday — 9 am to 1 pm

BAPTISMS & CHRISMATIONS: Preparation is required. 
We encourage this to happen before the birth of your child.

MARRIAGES: Arrangements six (6) months in advance.

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to our parish family. May you find spiritual 
nourishment among us. Please be sure to register by calling the Parish House.

HOSPITAL, SICK CALLS & SHUT-INS: If a loved one is hospitalized, 
ill or unable to leave home, please call the Parish House office.

MARONITE CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 
Classes 1-6 meet weekly on Sunday morning at 9am. 

Classes 7-12 meet bimonthly on Sunday morning at 9am. 
Please see the calendar published in the bulletin and on the Website for dates.

CONFESSIONS: Saturday 3:15 – 3:45pm
 and by appointment. 

DEVOTIONS: 
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament: Thursdays 9:30 – 10:30am 

Saint Sharbel Devotion: 22nd of each month after Divine Liturgy
Saint Joseph Devotion: 4th Saturday at 3:40pm

Saint Louis Gonzaga 
Church

M A R O N I T E  C A T H O L I C

520 Rutger Street  |  Utica, NY 13501
Tel: 315-732-6019  |  Fax: 315-732-6018
Website: www.SaintLouisGonzaga.org
Email: SaintLouisGonzaga@gmail.com
          www.facebook.com/stlouisgonzaga/

  @St_LouisGonzaga          @stlouisgonzaga

13-14 December 2025



FEASTS AND READINGS

Sun	 14 Dec	 Revelation to Joseph       
		  St. Nemtallah El-Hardini
		  Eph 3:1-13/Mt 1:18-25  
Mon	 15 Dec	 St. Eleutherius and His Mother 
		  Rom 10:14-21/Jn 7:1-10   
Tue	 16 Dec	 Haggai the Prophet 
		  Rom 11:1-12 /Jn 7:11-18       
Wed	 17 Dec	 The 3 Young Men: Ananias, 

Azarias, and Misael
		  Rom 11:13-24/Jn 7:25-30        
Thu	 18 Dec	 Daniel the Prophet 
		  Rom 11:25-36/Jn 7:31-36       
Fri	 19 Dec	 St. Athenodorus
		  Rom 12:1-8/Jn 7:37-44      
Sat	 20 Dec	 St. Ignatius of Antioch
		  Rom 12:9-21/Jn 7:45-53     
Sun	 21 Dec	 Genealogy Sunday        
		  St. Julian of Tarsus
		  Rom 1:1-12/Mt 1:1-17   

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS

Sat	 13 Dec	 4pm	•	Celia Marriott (Anniv.) by Nick and Lois Mariano & 
Chuck and Lorraine Curri

			  •	John Giuliano by Wade Karam
Sun	 14 Dec	 10am	•	Mary Mazloom by Nabhane Karam
			  •	Fred Sageer (Birth.) by Mona Sageer and Family
			  •	Kozhaya Karam by Patty Karam and Lou Raya
			  •	Jean Bally by Deacon Paul Salamy
			  •	James Peters by Wife and Family	
Mon	 15 Dec	 9am	•	Sadi Nackley Gadomski by Deacon Paul Salamy
Tue	 16 Dec	 9am	•	Helen Moses by Rose Crigger’s Will
Wed 	 17 Dec	 9am	•	Mary Mazloom by Samir & Fatena Kattoura
Thu	 18 Dec	 9am	•	Boyd Crigger by Boyd Crigger’s Will
Fri	 19 Dec	 9am	•	Karen Nassar by Laura
			  •	Donald Nojaim by Laura
Sat	 20 Dec	 4pm	•	Mae & Louis Astafan, Sr. by Joyce, Scander, Louis, Jr., and 

Diana Astafan
			  •	Nicholas Mariano, Sr. (Anniv.) by Nick & Lois Mariano
			  •	Louise (Sitto) Roy (Birth.) by Nick & Lois Mariano
			  •	Robert J. Tehan (Birth.) by David and Norma Tehan and 

Children
		  	•	Janet C. Massoud by Kamleh Tehan
			  •	John Giuliano by Peggy Stewart and Patty Gentile
Sun	 21 Dec	 10am	•	David Petteys (Anniv.) by Christine & George Massoud
			  •	Fred and Mary Mazloom by Family
			  •	The Families of Louis Albert and Helen Theresa Abdoo 

and their children Gloria, Ron, Louis, Anita, and Anne 
by The Abdoo Family

			  •	Sarah Abraham (Anniv.) by Sarah Abraham’s Will
			  •	Lawrence “Bo” Joseph (Birth. & Anniv.) by Mary Ann 

Tanoury Loy and Bella		
			  •	Dr. Joseph B. Hobaica & Fannie Saba Tamer by Don and 

Mary Jo Brown
			  •	Mary Moshaty Karaze (50th Anniv.) by Grandaughters 
				    Glory Rasi and Anne Lewis
		

CONTACTS 

Administrative Assistant: Rhiannon Gray . . . . . .      315-732-6019
	 saintlouisgonzaga@gmail.com
Bulletin: Glory Rasi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           315-794-4242 
       saintlouisbulletin@gmail.com
Music: Nick Abounader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    315-335-2239
Parish Council: Father Boutros . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               315-732-6019
Finance Committee: Michael Hayduk . . . . . . . . . .         315-794-3045
Special Events: Betty Karrat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  315-736-1615
Family Giving Committee: George Nehme . . . . . .     401-742-5841	
Kitchen & Hall: Mary Ann Tanoury-Loy . . . . . . . .        315-790-3307
Buildings: Byron Elias . . . . . . . . .        315-737-7803/315-794-9423
Maronite Christian Formation:  Laura Cross . . . .    315-794-4156
Maronite Youth Organization: 
Chadia Karrat Saber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         315-534-4023
Lindsay Hayduk Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      315-794-0396
Saint Mary’s Guild: Aricca Lewis  . . . . . . . . . . . . .             315-796-9876	
Holy Name Society: Lou Lewis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               315-737-3950
Saint Joseph Society: Christopher Sunderlin . . . . .     315-570-9639
Isabella Scholl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               315-790-3306
Acolytes: Nathan Hanna  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    315-939-8219
Lectors: Lois Mariano . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      315-732-3402
Sacristan: Harrison Zogby  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  315-749-6399

MEETINGS AND EVENTS

Sun	 14 Dec	 9am 	 Maronite Christian Formation (MCF) Classes
Sun	 14 Dec	 11am	 Maronite Youth Organization (MYO) Meeting
Sun	 14 Dec	 2pm	 St. Mary’s Guild Christmas Party
Mon-Tue  15-23 Dec		  Christmas Novena
Wed	 17 Dec	 9:30am 	 Mercy Group
Thu	 18 Dec	 9:30am  	Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament
Sat	 20 Dec	 3pm	 Christmas Concert, Divine Liturgy, and 
			   Christmas Gathering
Sun	 21 Dec	 9am 	 Maronite Christian Formation (MCF) Classes
Wed	 24 Dec	 4pm 	 Christmas Divine Liturgy
Wed	 24 Dec	 10pm 	 Christmas Divine Liturgy
Thu	 25 Dec	 10am 	 Christmas Divine Liturgy
Thu	 1 Jan	 10am 	 Holy Day Divine Liturgy
Mon	 5 Jan	 6:30pm 	 Epiphany Holy Day Divine Liturgy 
Tue	 6 Jan	 9am 	 Epiphany Holy Day Divine Liturgy	
Sun	 11 Jan	 9am 	 Maronite Christian Formation (MCF) Classes



POINTS OF INTEREST 

Saint Nemtallah El-Hardini.  On 14 December the Maronite Church honors 
Saint Nemtallah. He was born Youssef Kassab in 1808 in Hardin, Lebanon to a 
pious family. He is associated with the name of his home village. He entered the 
Lebanese Maronite Order in 1828 and was given the name Nemtallah, meaning 
the grace of God. He was ordained a priest on 25 December 1833 and led the 
formation of new monks. One of his students was Saint Sharbel. In 1845 he 
became the Assistant General of the Order, serving two terms. He was known 
for his love of the Eucharist. He was often found in the chapel on his knees with 
his arms raised in the form of a cross and his eyes fixed on the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. He was also known for his asceticism, humility, charity towards others, 
and devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. He died on 14 December 1858. He was 
beatified on 10 May 1998 and canonized on 16 May 2004 both by Pope John 
Paul II. May the prayers of Saint Nemtallah be with us. 

Congratulations. We offer our prayerful congratulations to Joseph Alexander 
Steet, the son of Joseph and Nicole Steet, who was baptized and chrismated on 
6 December. May God bless him as he begins his journey of faith. 

Thank you. We offer our sincere thanks to everyone who helped to decorate and 
prepare the Church for the Christmas Season.

Holiday Hopes Giving Tree.  The Saint Mary’s Guild is once again sponsoring a 
Giving Tree to share the spirit of the season by supporting the children and families 
of The House of the Good Shepherd. The tree is located near the altar. Please 
place your unwrapped gift(s) in the collection box near the tree by this Sunday, 
14 December. Thank you for helping bring warmth and joy to those in need this 
Christmas season!

Maronite Youth Organization (MYO).  The MYO will meet this Sunday, 
14 December at 11am immediately following the 10am Divine Liturgy.

Saint Mary’s Guild Christmas Party.  The Saint Mary’s Guild will have their 
annual Christmas Party this Sunday, 14 December at 2pm at Delmonico’s Italian 
Steakhouse on North Genesee Street in Utica. 

Christmas Novena. As a spiritual preparation for Christmas, the Maronite 
Church prays the Christmas Novena for 9 days before Christmas, beginning this 
Monday 15 December through 23 December. We shall pray the Christmas 
Novena at Church each day beginning this Monday 15 December through 
23 December after the regularly scheduled Divine Liturgy. If you would like 
Father Boutros to pray the Christmas Novena at your home in the evening, 
please contact the Parish House during office hours to schedule a date and time 
from 15 to 23 December. Please make every effort to join us in prayer before the 
Glorious Birth of Our Lord. 

Father Boutros.  On Tuesday, 16 December Father Boutros will celebrate his 
birthday. We assure Father Boutros of our prayers and wish him many happy, 
healthy, and blessed more years of priestly service.

Christmas Concert and Gathering. Next Saturday, 20 December at 3pm there 
will be a concert of traditional Christmas Carols preceding the 4pm Divine 
Liturgy. Immediately following the 4pm Divine Liturgy there will be a Christmas 
Gathering in the George Sfeir Parish Hall. Please bring a dish to share and join 
us to celebrate the Season of the Glorious Birth of Our Lord.

Christmas Liturgical Schedule.   Please see the Christmas Liturgical Schedule 
for the upcoming Holy Day Liturgies during the Christmas Season. 

ALTAR MEMORIALS

Through our gifts at the altar we remember our loved ones:

•	Plants & Flowers — In Memory of the Mariano 
and Roy Families by Nick and Lois Mariano

•	 Candles — In Memory of Fred Sageer by Mona 
Sageer and Family

•	Bread & Wine — In Memory of Louis Astafan, Sr. 
by Joyce, Scander, Louis, Jr. & Diana Astafan 

•	Incense & Charcoal — In Memory of 
	 Liam Zoghby by Brahim Zogby & Kim Stoffle
•	Sanctuary Lamp — In Memory of Fred J. and 

Mary Mazloom by Family
•	Candles – St. Sharbel Chapel — For the 

Living and Deceased Members of the Monahan 
and Murad Families by Jacquelyn Murad

A contribution of $10.00 will memorialize a loved 
one for the entire week.

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

LECTORS 

13 Dec	 4pm	 Aricca Lewis
14 Dec	 10am	 Norma Tehan

20 Dec	 4pm	 Lois Mariano
21 Dec	 10am	 Joey Rahme

HOSPITALITY 

14 Dec	 MYO
21 Dec	 Christmas Hospitality
28 Dec	 No Hospitality
4 Jan	 Fish Fry Team

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
Collections for the week ending 30 November 2025 

1st Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           $1,529
2nd Collection (Snow Removal) . . . . . . . . . . . . .            $361
Renovations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               $25
Candles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   $85 
Fuel & Heat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               $25 
Needy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    $45
TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               $2,070

This Week’s Second Collection: Fuel & Heat 
Next Week’s Second Collection: Snow Removal

See next week’s bulletin for collections for the week 
ending 7 December



 Christmas Novena Monday, 15 December – Tuesday, 23 December
  Following the regularly scheduled Divine Liturgies
  (Mon – Fri: 9am |  Sat: 4pm |  Sun: 10am)
  And at private homes in the evening by invitation 

 Christmas Concert Saturday, 20 December: 3pm
  Followed by the 4pm Divine Liturgy and     
  a Christmas Gathering in the George Sfeir Parish Hall

 Glorious Birth of Our Lord Wednesday, 24 December: 4pm and 10pm 
  Thursday, 25 December: 10am

 Circumcision of Our Lord Thursday, 1 January: 11am 

 The Glorious Epiphany Monday, 5 January: 6:30pm
  Tuesday, 6 January: 9am
 

Christmas Christmas 
Liturgical  Schedule Liturgical  Schedule 
2025-20262025-2026

Saint LouiS GonzaGa Maronite CathoLiC ChurCh
520 Rutger Street, Utica, New York
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Hilton & Powers, CPAs, P.C.
Certified PubliC ACCountings

Steve Powers
PARISHIONER

315.734.1040
5 PAris roAd

new HArtford, new York

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Christopher Guldager

cguldager@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6829

David R. Roefaro, Pres.

1122 Culver Avenue
Utica, NY 13501

315.733.6443

www.scalaroefaro.com

“Four generations 
serving this parish 
community for over 

100 years.”
Anthony & Dominic Matt

315-724-0218
MattFuneralHome.com

Matt Czarnocki 
Electrical

Master Licensed 
Electrician

315-527-7819
Service Calls, 

Trouble Shooting, 
Service Panels
Residential &
Commercial

Bernard J. Brzostek, CAI
Licensed Real Estate Broker and Certified Auctioneer 

Real Estate, Estates, Businesses & more!
No Commission charged to Sellers

on Real Estate Auctions!
www.askbernie.com

Call: Bernie’s SELL # (315) 447-5177

AUCTION SERVICE, INC.
REAL ESTATE AUCTION CO., INC.

We do Auctions anywhere in NY!

COBBLESTONE
CONSTRUCTION CO

ROOFING CONTRACTOR
info@cobblestoneroofing.com

315.733.3106
Insured • Free Estimates

First Responder, Veteran & Senior Discounts

Monuments • Markers • Private Mausoleums
 Custom Memorials • Bronze Plaques

 Memorial Portraits • Lettering 
Cleaning • Repairs

Quality Memorials Since 1929

315-724-7629

HJ OBEID, MD, PLLC
ENT, Sinus & Snoring Center

315-336-8302
FAX: 315-339-0958

H Joseph Obeid, MD
110 E. CHESTNUT STREET

ROME, NY 13440
M-F 8AM-4PM 

2407 GENESEE STREET
UTICA, NY 13501
WED 8AM-2PM

NYS LICENSED REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON

Direct (315) 302-1525
Cell (585) 500-2927
Office (315) 449-6697
Heather@HodkingsHomes.com

7650 Highbridge Road
Manlius, NY 13104

Over 30 Years EXPERIENCE
SHINGLE ROOFING EXPERT

Fully Insured | Incl Workers Comp | Family Owned & Operated

Free Quotes: Complete Exterior Painting • House Washing • Roof Cleaning

Text or Call 315-542-5776
michaelwhitecontracting.com

Catholic Owned • The Big Guy From Church With All the Son’s!

We Install:
• Designer Shingles
• Architectural Shingles
• Large selection of colors

Services:
• Painting
• Soft Washing
• Deck Staining

10% OFF 
OCTOBER  SPECIAL ANY  SIZE SHINGLE 
ROOF!


